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                                Guarding Bogs Lane Fuel Dump   by Geoff Deighton 

The history of the wartime fuel dump off Bogs Lane is well known; however a 
chat with Mr Dunn at Longlands Farm is always interesting. This one arose 
following a contact with Mrs Joan Hollingworth (née Newbould) of Selby who is 
engaged in a family history exercise and  
whose family lived in the Harrogate area.  
She recalls living as a small girl in “Nissen  
huts in Bogs Lane”. Her family were  
squatters there in the early 1950s prior to 
being housed in one of the new estates  
being built in Harrogate. Mr Dunn could  
recall the Newbould family. For a short  
period they lived in the former “guard 
camp”. This was built early in the1940s,  
on Longlands farmland, to house the 
guards at the strategic fuel dump in Bogs 
Lane. There was living accommodation  
and a cookhouse. The guards were  
generally First World War veterans who  
had either volunteered or been pressed  
into service. Mr Dunn was involved when 
the camp was demolished. The remains  
can be seen as rubble in the corner of the 
field bordered by Bogs Lane and the track 
to Longlands Farm. The bases are still  
evident in the field. They were clearly  
made to last. 

Latest News 
We have a website—it is still a work in 
progress but you can see what John Branson 
has achieved so far by entering 
biltonhistoricalsociety.org.uk in your search 
engine. Do you have any suggestions for 
further information? 

 

Thought to be one of the guardhouses 

View across the remaining bases of some of the buildings 
towards the guardhouse(?) 
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Arthur Bilton took over from James Coombes (Part 3)   Colin Waite 

In a career spanning 53 years with James Coombes & Co., Arthur was directly 
responsible for the control of the company’s many branches and in the 
management of the craftsmen who operated them. Born in Whitby in 1866, he 
came from a family of master mariners. His first job was as an apprentice 
draughtsman in a shipwright’s office before going on to become an apprentice 
journeyman in the shipping industry until answering a call from his brother-in-law to 
help him run his fledgling shoe repair business, which then was based in Lincoln. 

Following the move to the new purpose built Bilton office and adjoining warehouse 
and factory, Arthur, who went on to become joint managing director and later 
governing director, is shown in the Harrogate street directories as living at 6 Grove 
Park Terrace. He moved several times – including a period living at Sycamore 
House, one of the dwellings built by Samson Fox on the corner of Grove Park 
Terrace and Dragon Parade in 1902. At the time of his death in 1950 he was living 
in Harlow Moor Drive. Although unwilling to follow his brother-in-law into local 
politics he was recognised as a leading figure in the national shoe repair industry.  

Arthur also started an annual craftsmanship award, open to all tradesmen within 
the company. Employees had to submit a pair of their own repaired footwear and 
someone from another company was asked to judge all the entries which, in many 
cases, demonstrated elaborate work with designs picked out on the leather soles 
with pin-point riveting and colour staining. Top entrants were awarded the “Arthur 
Bilton Craftsmanship Medal” and both the medal and the competition shoes were 
put on show in the shop window of the winning repairer to advertise to his 
customers that he had been judged to be the company’s top craftsman.     

Arthur Bilton continued to be involved in the day to day running of the company 
long after retirement age. In fact he was 79 before deciding to take more of a back 
seat. One of his three sons, Basil, an analytical chemist, moved in 1945 from 
Dartford in Kent, where he worked in quality control, to take on the role of director 
and company secretary and later managing director but Arthur remained a 
member of the board, with the title of “Governing Director of the business of the 
Company”, and attended all meetings up to his fatal illness at the age of 83.  

On his death his wife, Kate, joined the board which still had as its chairman 
James’s wife, Edith. But following her death in 1956 at the age of 92 the company 
became part of a long established tannery group, Walker Martin, who were based 
in Bolton. Soon after this acquisition the last of the family links ended when former 
company accountant Denison Turner, who had joined Coombes some years 
earlier, succeeded Basil Bilton as managing director. 

The start of the following decade marked a rapid change in the company as it not 
only increased expansion by acquiring shoe repair organisations in the North East 
and around London but it built a new office administration centre on land next to its 
original premises. This was opened in 1961 by the Right Honourable Viscount 
Mackintosh of Halifax, whose connections with the area came through his 
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ancestral links to Conyngham Hall, Knaresborough. 

Coombes also became one of the first local organisations to embrace the relatively 
new medium of television advertising. Created in conjunction with one of 
Harrogate’s first advertising agents, Tattersall Advertising, whose family members 
later generously sponsored the town’s Mercer Art Gallery, the television 
commercials supported the company’s more usual method of advertising in 
regional newspapers – something they had done since James’s early days in the 
business. 

Under the guidance of its first marketing manager, Brian Hiscoe, who had joined 
the company in 1960, Coombes ran a number of promotional campaigns, which 
were advertised through its own newspaper, the “Coombes Standard”. This was 
distributed free to 100 000 weekly customers – many of whom won such prizes as 
foreign holidays, still a rare treat for most people. Also promoted were events with 
the publicity team at Harrogate council under the leadership of a man who is still 
remembered for his flare in promoting the town’s early conference trade, Bill 
Baxter. One such joint promotional event was Italian Week, which was created 
following the town’s successful launch of French Week, and which, on one 
occasion, saw a spectacular Italian tradition take place outside the recently opened 
Coombes building when contestants in colourful costumes tossed giant flags high 
into the air. 

The company was probably the first shoe repair organisation to bring a touch of 
show-business glamour to the trade by arranging star celebrities to open new and 
refurbished shops. Such broadcasting stars of the time ranged from a character 
who is still well-known, Sooty, with his Yorkshire-born creator, Harry Corbett, to well
-known recording artists such as Alma Cogan. It also recorded another first for the 
industry when it linked up with one of the nation’s most iconic publications, 
Readers’ Digest, to offer readers a “Regency Repair Service”, when shoes were 
not only repaired to the highest possible standard but individually polished and, 
where appropriate, given such extras as new laces and only posted back to the 
customer after each order had been carefully inspected at the Harrogate office.   

In 1964 Coombes held a 75
th
 anniversary lunch in Harrogate for all employees and 

their wives. So many guests were involved that simultaneous five-course lunches 
were held at The Majestic Hotel, which accommodated almost 300 managers, and 
The Crown, which catered for their wives. A radio link was arranged so that both 
groups could hear the day’s speakers, who included, at The Crown, well-known 
entertainer Beryl Reid, who started her speech in typical dry style by announcing 
that she had always admired the way Harrogate was laid out.  

“I’m not sure how long it has been dead but I do admire the way it is laid out,” said 
Beryl who, at the time, was just breaking out of her previous radio comedy roles 
into acting with such ground breaking films as “Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning”. 

4th and final part will be in the next issue 
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The Missing Roman Camp from Andrew Dawson 

Several nineteenth-century Yorkshire historians and antiquarians seem to have 
convinced themselves that two Roman roads existed or met at the village of Ripley, 
some three miles north of Harrogate. The first road was the Ilkley-Aldborough 
route, and the other a presumed Catterick-Adel route that ran in an unspecified 
area somewhere near Ripley, and crossed the River Nidd, and continued 
southwards across Killinghall Moor. 

The Victorian antiquarian John Thorpe wrote of the supposed Roman roads and 
earthworks in the Ripley area: ‘Beside this there were two or three great camps, 
which are still traceable, viz., Nutwith Camp, near Grewelthorpe; Warren Camp 
near Killinghall, which commands the little valley of Oakdale; and another in the 
vicinity of Rigton.’ (Thorpe, 1866, p.6) 

In the late 1860s the Harrogate historian William Grainge wrote: ‘At the Warren 
Farm are the remains of a Roman camp, now nearly obliterated by the plough; it 

can, however, be distinctly traced. Its dimensions are about 130yds by 110yds; the 
south side has been slightly circular, and the entrance on that side protected by a 
covered way. The peaceful husbandman now builds his corn stack where once the 
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Roman eagle shone - that proud bird of conquest’ (Grainge 1871, p.363). 

Some twenty years later the topographer and historian Harry Speight recorded 
that: 

‘About a mile to the north of Harrogate, following the Killinghall road and turning on 
the Skipton road, which leaves it on the left, we cross the Oak Beck, and a quarter-
mile beyond is Warren House, or Cow Dykes, which will be seen up on the right. 
About 300yds to the north of the house and overlooking the Oak Beck valley is a 
large flat rectangular rampart in the field, which has every appearance of having 
been a Roman camp. It is about 140yds by 110yds, but it is now greatly defaced by 
the plough. The Roman road which came through Ripley crossed Killinghall Moor 
in close proximity to this site, and thence by Harrogate in the direction of Pannal 
and Adel.’ (Speight 1894, pp. 315-316). 

Writing about the same time as Speight, and on a similar theme, amateur historian 
Edmund Bogg stated that: 'A little distance out of the village [Killinghall] and on the 
line of the old Roman road from Adel to Catterick, is a Roman Camp.' (Bogg c. 
1895, p.35) 

The landscape historian Richard Muir suggests that the work of John Thorpe: 
‘...may have been the inspiration for Speight, for he too, believed that a Roman 
road to Catterick left the Ilkley-Aldborough road at the western end of Hollybank 
Wood. He [Thorpe] also mentioned the existence, across the Nidd, of ‘Warren 
Camp’, a proposed Roman encampment on the old commons south of Killinghall 
(still an archaeological possibility)’. (Muir, 2001, pp.11-12). 

 

Don’t forget the Wednesday evening lecture by Keith Wilkinson on February 4th. 
He will be talking to us about the Barber engine and line. 
 
The next two lectures after that complete the series for this season. The one in 
April is also the Annual General Meeting so a good attendance is necessary. 
 
Wednesday March 4th Mr Terry Williams "History of New Park" 
  
Terry Williams is the Curator of the New Park Centre. He is a former teacher at 
New Park Primary School. He is passionate about the New Park area and has 
given numerous talks about it in the past. It is some time since he last talked to us 
– a further instalment seems appropriate. 
 
Wednesday April 1st  Mr David Alred "Washburn Valley Yesterday" 
 
David Alred is very fond of Natural History in particular but is also very keen on 
nostalgia and it was the wish of numerous folk for him to come back and give 
another talk on the Washburn Valley to the Society. Your wishes do sometimes 
come true! 
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Grand Duchess George of Russia 

This picture was given to me by 
Jean Spence. The Grand Duchess 
has featured in the Newsletter in the 
past as our Secretary’s grandfather 
was invited to the very fashionable 
wedding of one of her daughters. As 
it was in London, not surprisingly, 
he decided not to make the journey. 
It would probably have cost him the 
best part of a year’s salary as a 
gardener. What an experience to 
have to turn down. Back to the 
picture – 1 Tewit Well Avenue was 
the first of four hospitals opened by 
the Grand Duchess to provide care 
for the wounded of the First World 
War. It had only twelve beds, so the 
soldiers seen here are presumably 
all those being treated at the time of 
the photograph. The Grand 
Duchess had been visiting 
Harrogate with her children when 
war broke out in 1914 so she was 

unable to return to Russia. She set to and took over the former nursing home and 
turned it into a hospital. She also trained as a Red Cross nurse. Subsequently the 
Tewit Well Avenue hospital was too small for the number of wounded coming from 
the Western Front so the Grand Duchess took over Heatherdene on Wetherby 
Road, Wood Garth on the corner of East Parade and Dragon Parade (she 
renamed it as St Nicholas) and St George’s (after King George V) on Duchy Road. 
She was obviously a caring sort of person as she did all of this at the same time as 
worrying about her husband, Grand Duke George Mikhailovich, especially after the 
Bolshevik Revolution. He had been a general in the Imperial Army and was a 
grandson of Tsar Nicholas I and first cousin, once removed, of the ill-fated Nicholas 
II. After the latter’s execution, with his family, in 1918, the Grand Duke and his wife 
can have had little hope that they would be reunited, but she tried to save her 
husband and three other Grand Dukes by offering £50 000 through Danish 
representatives – a fortune now and an even greater one then. However it was to 
no avail and after he had been imprisoned in a variety of increasingly austere 
prisons, the four Grand Dukes were taken past the Cathedral of St Peter and St 
Paul, where their ancestors were buried, and shot in January 1919. They fell on 
other corpses in a mass grave. What a brave and compassionate lady the Grand 
Duchess must have been. Much later 1 Tewit Well Avenue became one of the 
homes run by Dr. Barnardo’s. All this as a result of a photograph in an envelope. 
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Apologies to everyone—on the back page of the last issue I almost consistently 
referred to Frank Yates as Keith Yates. This was something that I should have 
found in my checking, but I suspect that I was pleased to have reached the last 
page and wasn’t being as careful as I ought to be. I hope that the error has not 
caused undue distress to anyone. I promise to try to do better. Alternatively you 
could fire me and appoint a new editor.  
 
Correspondence  
I was grateful to receive an email from John Fletcher with information about saving 
in Bilton in the 1950s. You can see what he sent me on the back page. It was also 
good to see John and his wife at the fascinating talk on The Austerity Years 1947 
to 1951, given by David Davies. We all had many memories of those days—some 
nostalgic others less pleasant. 

 

Stories are needed for a Harrogate community exhibition 

A new community exhibition hopes to feature stories from the people who have 
visited, lived and worked in Harrogate over the past 70 years. Anyone with an 
interesting tale to tell is being invited to contact The Royal Pump Room 
Museum which will be staging Harrogate Stories from April next year.  
The exhibition will cover the period from 1945 to the present day and will look at 
the themes of Leisure and Entertainment, Visits to Harrogate, Work, Home and 
Changing Lives and Harrogate’s Communities. If you have a story and any 
objects or images you would like to show contact Nicola Baxter or Sheila 
Asante by emailing museums@harrogate.gov.uk or phoning 01423 556188.  
A drop-in event will also be held at the Mercer Art Gallery on Sunday, February 
15, from 1pm to 4pm for anyone interested in contributing to the exhibition.  

I am sure that some of you will have something that could be of interest—don’t 
wait for others to contribute. Search out your items, pictures, postcards and 
memories—they are unique. 

A sign of the times—then and now 

Yorkshire Gazette – 8 April 1899 – Adjourned – Samuel Hannan NETTLETON, mason and 

builder of Old Bilton, Harrogate, put his liabilities at £501 7s 6d and his assets were money 

due to him by contractors and value of furniture. He attributed his failure to losses on 

contracts and to accidents to buildings caused by wind. 
 

York Herald – 8 April 1899 – Another Harrogate Failure – Samuel Hannam NETTLETON, 

Old Bilton, Harrogate, mason and builder, started business 13 years ago with a capital of 

£20 or £30. He owed £501 7s 9d and his assets amounted to £276 16s 3d – deficiency £224 

11s 6d. Mr. Batley, representing. Mr. F. Barber, Harrogate, appeared for the debtor, who 

attributed his insolvency to losses on contracts and accidents by blowing down of buildings 

in a storm of wind – adjourned.  Then, as now, the newspapers couldn’t both give the same 

name or amount for the unfortunate man. 

mailto:museums@harrogate.gov.uk
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                                         Saving in Bilton   by John Fletcher 

I have come across this old bank passbook for the Bilton Branch of the Yorkshire 
Penny Bank, which used to open for one night per week in Bilton Parish Church 
Sunday School. When I was first at Bilton Endowed School (1951) we had 
Yorkshire Penny Bank savings cards. When £1 had been accumulated, it was 
transferred into this pass book and began to accrue interest. 
 
In about 1954 or 1955 the School switched from the Yorkshire Penny Bank to 
selling National Savings stamps (to save on book-keeping). I do not know when 
the Bank ceased to 
have a part-time 
Bilton Branch. 

 

 

The Sports Report - Did you know? 
 

Last year we heard of the death of Derek Kevan. He was from Ripon, playing for 
Ripon Modern School Under 15s when they were drawn against Harrogate 
Grammar School Under 15s in the Daily Dispatch Trophy. The latter were 
captained by John Lee. The match was at Mallorie Park Ground in Ripon. We 
don’t have the score, but we do know that Ripon won. Derek went on to play 
against somewhat more august teams as he played for West Bromwich Albion, 
Chelsea and Manchester City and a few matches for England – I doubt that he 
earned anything approaching the fabulous sums that present day footballers 
receive. 


